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Appendix 5.1

National Policy Context

National Planning Policy Framework

This framework?, from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, sets out the
government's planning policies and expected application. Chapter 8 'Promoting healthy and safe
communities' requires that planning policies:

e Promote social interaction

e Enable places to be safe and accessible

e Support healthy lifestyles

e Provide social, recreational and cultural facilities that enhance communities
e Enable access to high quality open spaces, sport and recreation facilities

The framework clearly states that existing open space may not be built on, unless:

e An assessment shows that the open space is surplus to requirements

e The loss from the development would be replaced by equivalent or better provision

e The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision where the benefits
outweigh the loss of the current / former use

The Local Plan for Portsmouth adopts national planning policy to prevent the loss of open space.

The countryside charity, the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), recommends as part of the
levelling up agenda that parks and open spaces in urban areas be given the same protections as
national parks. CPRE are asking the government to introduce compulsory standards for access to
nature to be introduced into planning law and planning policy and for an access indicator for green
access to be added onto the index for multiple deprivation.?

The National Model Designh Code (NMDC) was formally published in 2021 alongside updates to the
National Planning Policy Framework (focussing on design). The NMDC expands on the National
Design Guide which provides ten characteristics of good design, reflecting the government's
priorities. A pilot was set up for fourteen authorities to test the NMDC and apply to their area; in
Portsmouth, the pilot focussed on design coding for estate renewal.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
2 https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2022/feb/02/englands-poor-urban-areas-have-fewest-protected-green-
spaces-analysis-finds
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Environment Act 2021

From 2023, biodiversity net gain requires every housing and infrastructural development to increase
natural space by 10% under the Environment Act 2021.3 The timetable for implementation was
updated in September 2023, for changes to be effective from January 2024.*

This is supported by Natural England, who emphasise the importance of protecting existing areas,
creating more national nature reserves and balancing the needs of both nature recovery and,
following the pandemic, the demand of the population to access green spaces for mental and
physical wellbeing, together with balancing the need for dog control.’

The government's 25 year Environment Plan (under the Environment Act 2021) includes the creation
of the Nature Recovery Network (NRN)®. The NRN management group includes the following
government bodies:

e Natural England
e DEFRA
e Environment Agency

Sector bodies on the management group include: wildlife trusts, The Woodland Trust, Local
Government Organisation, RSPB, the National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
National Parks England.

The Environment Act 2021 will include the establishment of Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS).
These are a mandatory system of spatial strategies which will allow a co-ordinated focus towards
nature development. Itis anticipated that there will be approximately 50 LNRS based around a
county pattern.

The objectives of the network of strategies include:

e Restoration of 75% of protected sites to a condition that allows nature to thrive

e Creation or restoration of 500,000 hectares of wildlife rich habitats outside of protected
sites

e Provision of better connected habitats to recover threatened animal and plant species

These objectives will be achieved by using mapping and data via the LNRS to target action and
investment in nature. Policy and mandatory requirements will be integrated with the following
funding streams which will incentivise environmental management:

e Countryside Stewardship scheme
e Nature for Climate Fund
e Green Recovery Challenge Fund

3 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted

4 Biodiversity Net Gain moves step closer with timetable set out - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

5 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/feb/25/natural-england-chair-tony-juniper-
backs-biodiversity-net-gain-plan-boost-wild-areas?CMP=Share iOSApp Other

& Nature Recovery Network - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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Public Health England - Improving Access to Public Space

The above policy” focusses on the relationship between green space and health and wellbeing
outcomes. It argues that the natural capital of greenspace can:

e Improve health and wellbeing

e Manage health and social care costs

e Reduce health inequalities

e Improve social cohesion

e Contribute towards mitigating climate change

Current issues of physical inactivity and social isolation contribute directly to several health
conditions including dementia, obesity, type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease and mental ill-health.
The consequences of these conditions in financial terms to the NHS and local authorities' social care
budgets are considerable.

Local Government Association - Parks Fit for the Future

The Local Government Association (LGA) with the National Lottery Heritage Fund undertook
research demonstrating the financial impact of Covid 19 on Council Parks Services®. The LGA argued
that parks were a lifeline for local communities particularly as they had stayed open during the
national lockdowns. However, the increased usage, loss of volunteers during the pandemic and
closure of facilities influenced the condition of the parks even before the financial impact of Covid-
19 on budgets was considered. The findings from the study included the following conclusions:

e Loss of income for parks due to closure of income generating facilities and lost volunteer
hours

e Maintenance and work schedule backlog due to lockdown

e Pressure on budget from additional operational costs (PPE, signage and other Covid related
regimes) and onward impact on capital projects

e Negative impact on the reputation of parks following the various lockdown restrictions
affecting parks facilities and volunteers

e The importance of parks to the nation's future in covid recovery and climate change

Communities and Local Government Select Committee

Responsibility for parks policy falls under the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities (DLUHC), formerly Department for Communities and Local Government. The
Communities and Local Government Select Committee carried out a report on public parks in 2017.
This report, whilst not supportive of Parks becoming a statutory requirement, did note the
importance of Parks in their contribution to wider local authority objectives. The report confirmed
that there are an estimated 27,000 parks and green spaces across the UK and parks usage is higher
amongst those living in urban areas, such as Portsmouth. The report also noted the rights of
children to play and engage in recreational activity enshrined in Article 31 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

"https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/904439/
Improving access to greenspace 2020 review.pdf
8 https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/financial-impact-covid-19-parks-2020-21-case-study-key-findings
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Heritage Fund State of Public Parks

This document argues that there is a widening gap between increased usage of parks and reduction
in resources to manage them.® The report argues that new ways of funding need to be found to
enable the future of parks and this may involve the following:

e Promoting active partnerships
e Supporting community groups' involvement
o Developing new models of management and funding

Without new ways of funding parks, the impact to the service risks a decline in quality, skills and
morale to parks friends' groups, volunteers and staff. Conversely this also risks increasing fees /
charges, complaints and closure of facilities.

External methods of funding might include ticketed events and fairs and sponsorship from
businesses.

Nesta: Rethinking Parks

Rethinking Parks project ran from July 2012 to October 2020. Funded by Nesta, The National Lottery
Heritage Fund and The National Lottery Community Fund, the project considered different ways to
fund the UK's parks for long term sustainability and use. Several briefing papers were produced,
including:

e Rethinking income and income funding models
e Rethinking community involvement and participation
e Covid, inequality and greenspace

The first two themes were explored in consideration of the reduction in Council parks' budgets and
the requirement to support parks from alternative sources. The third theme explored how
disadvantaged groups gained a larger health benefit and have reduced socio-economic related
inequalities in health, when living within access of green space.

Regional Policy Context
Partnership for South Hampshire (PfSH) Green Infrastructure Strategy 2017-2034

This strategy recognises that the delivery of green infrastructure has a direct relationship to
sustainable economic growth and development of the region. By developing quality of life, green
infrastructure promotes the area and attracts investment. By attracting high value industries, it
impacts land values, supporting local businesses, increasing disposable income and therefore further
economic growth. The strategy aims to deliver upon four objectives:

e Sustainable economic growth

e Protecting the natural environment
e Benefitting local communities

e Good quality homes and workspaces

The strategy also considers potential funding streams for developing green infrastructure.

% https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/publications/state-uk-public-parks-2016
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Solent Recreation Mitigation Strategy 2017

The purpose of this strategy is to implement mitigations to counteract additional housebuilding in
the Solent region. Many thousands of coastal birds winter on the Solent before returning to their
summer habitats. New housebuilding will generate more visits and recreational pressure to the area
through increased population which could disturb these birds.

The strategy is key to the protection of the area which includes 10% of the population of Brent
Geese.

The Solent Special Protection Areas in the strategy include Chichester and Langstone Harbour,
Portsmouth Harbour and Solent and Southampton Water.

A key disturbance to these birds identified by the strategy is dogs off-lead which causes 47% of
flights to escape disturbance. Part of the strategy includes:

e the promotion of numerous greenspaces in an area to balance visits away from coastal areas
e initiatives for responsible dog walking
e improved signage / interpretation boards for wildlife

Wilder 2030: Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust Strategy

The vision for this strategy incorporates three key elements:

e Harnessing nature to address climate crisis
e Restoration of biodiversity and wildlife
e Promoting a healthy environment for local people

These three objectives are delivered through two programmes, Team Wilder and Wilder Land & Sea.
Team Wilder includes the empowerment of community groups to 'go wild' in their local area and
includes an education and learning programme, together with volunteering and awards.

Wilder Land and Sea includes rewilding projects and an exhortation to work with public bodies to
improve the green and blue spaces for people and wildlife.

Hampshire Gardens Trust (HGT)

HGT have been undertaking surveys of urban parks in the county of Hampshire since 1996. A key
objective for the research group is to maintain and enhance the register of historic parks and
gardens. A survey of 18 of Portsmouth's parks and gardens was undertaken in 2021/22.° Some of
the conclusions of the research were that many of the parks in the city were significant due to their
connection to the miliary history of Portsea Island. Other parks were important due to their
connection to the nineteenth century enthusiasm for creating public parks. The parks were also
noted as crucial spaces within densely residential areas for both human and wildlife flourishing.

The summary report also notes the extra dimension that the seafront gives to several the city's parks
and acknowledges the work that the Council are doing to develop sustainable horticulture and
improved green spaces for wildlife. Significantly, the researchers did not pick up any notable
problems and were impressed by the level of care and maintenance at all 18 sites visited.

10 pyblications & E-Publications | Hampshire Garden Trust Research (hgt.org.uk)
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Langstone Harbour Management Plan

Langstone Harbour, located between Portsmouth Harbour and Chichester Harbour, is a Statutory
Harbour Authority (known as Langstone Harbour Board) and is protected by several internationally
recognised environmental designations. The Board crosses several local authorities and includes
seats for members of Portsmouth City Council, Havant Borough Council and Hampshire County
Council.

Key objectives include maintaining the Harbour to national safety standards and protecting the
Harbour's unique ecological environment.

The environmental remit for the Harbour (which is included in the Portsmouth Local Plan), includes
the following principles:

e To conserve and seek to enhance the nature conservation value of the Harbour and its
surroundings;

e To conserve and improve the landscape of the Harbour and of the surrounding area visible
from the water, including the built environment;

e To encourage land use and management practices around the Harbour that will maintain
and enhance its value to nature conservation and the quality of the landscape.

The above remit includes interpreting the environmental features of the Harbour for educational
purposes.

Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy 2020

The Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy'! comprises a report from the Solent Waders and
Brent Goose Steering Group. The Steering Group comprises several organisations, both statutory
and non-statutory bodies, including Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Hampshire
County Council and Coastal Partners. The strategy concerns protected wetlands situated in
Hampshire, Isle of Wight and West Sussex.

The overall objective of the strategy is to safeguard adequate feeding and roosting resources and
make sure that the integrity of the site network is maintained for the benefit of the Solent's coastal
bird population. This includes the conservation of current sites and creation of new sites for the
benefit of the feeding and roosting population.

11 solent-waders-brent-goose-strategy-2020.pdf (wordpress.com)
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Portsmouth
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Appendix 5.2

Local (Portsmouth) Policy Context

Portsmouth Local Plan

The Draft Portsmouth Local Plan 2038 is a framework to deliver the development needs of the city
for the 15 year period from 2023- 2038. Progress on the Draft Local Plan can be found in the Local
Development Scheme.?

The plan has a direct relationship to Parks and Open Spaces because it applies to all new
developments, stating what type of development can occur and where. The plan provides a
framework for investment in the city and must be consistent with current planning legislation
including the National Planning Policy Framework and National Planning Policy Guidance.

The Plan is an extensive document. There are three sections of particular relevance to this strategy:

e Open Space and Outdoor Recreation
e Community and Leisure Facilities
e Green infrastructure

The policy under Open Space and Outdoor Recreation provides that:

e All proposals should create, protect or enhance open space
e Enhancements should maximise quality and multi-functionality
e Any proposals which would result in net loss of open space will be refused unless:

o Theloss from development would be replaced by equivalent or improved provision in
another location; or
o Development would provide alternative sports and recreational provision

Community and Leisure Facilities policy provides that any applications for change of use or loss of
premises or land in relation to a community facility, will only be granted where:

e Thereis no longer a need for the facility, or there is overriding demand for another
community use

e Replacement facilities can be provided on-site, or within an accessible location

e The community use can be delivered from other facilities, without leading to or increasing
any shortfall in provision

The Green Infrastructure policy provides that proposals must include green infrastructure as an
integral part of design. Planning permission will only be granted where:

e Development avoids net loss in green infrastructure; unavoidable harm must be mitigated or
compensated

e Development on or adjacent to green infrastructure protects or contributes to the
enhancement of the infrastructure

! Portsmouth Local Plan 2038
2 Local Development Scheme
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Where areas present opportunities for additional greening, these are identified as Urban Greening
Factor zones (UGF). Planning permission within these areas may be granted where the proposal
demonstrates an increase in green infrastructure.

The policy also provides for the protection of trees.

The Draft Portsmouth Local Plan 2038 highlights several Strategic Development Sites including City
Centre Regeneration (S1), Tipner (S2) and St James (S3). Strategic Development Sites are key
locations where growth requirements can be made sustainable and therefore contribute towards an
improved environment and public health outcomes. It also highlights Portsdown Hill (S9) and the
Seafront (S8) as important contributors to the city's network of green and blue spaces.

City Vision 2040

The vision for the city for 2040 incorporates six over-arching objectives®. Three of these objectives
are of particular relevance to this strategy:

e A healthy and happy city - supporting each person's needs for good physical and mental
health

e A green city - excellent green spaces to live healthy and active lives... we protect our land for
the future

e Acity with easy travel - encourage walking and cycling

The other three objectives are also relevant indirectly:

e Acity rich in culture and creativity - this can be applied to design and use of Parks space

e A city with a thriving economy - the PfSH Green Infrastructure Strategy (above) identifies
that strong green infrastructure promotes investment

e Acity of lifelong learning - this can be applied through Parks education opportunities

Greening Strategy 2020

The Greening Strategy is funded by the Public Health Transformation Fund.
This strategy has four over-arching objectives:

Greening the public realm

The aim of this objective is to increase canopy coverage. Planting schemes will focus on areas of
impact for air quality and spaces where further trees can be added (on streets, parks, open spaces
and housing land). Hedge and shrub planting will also be increased. Capital funding has been made
available to bolster existing planting and plant management budgets. Greening the public realm will
also include development of wild areas across the city. Where relevant project schemes will include
provision for greening.

Greening private space

The aim of this objective is for the expertise of the local authority to be leveraged to assist the
greening of private space. Specialist knowledge can assist with advising on the correct planting and
care, such as through the Waterfront Garden Centre.

3 https://imagineportsmouth.co.uk/
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Private space and gardens can benefit the community as a whole, by making areas more resilient to
the impact of climate change together with the benefits of biodiversity. There has been a fashion for
private space to be paved and artificial removing opportunity for natural development. The Council
is able to work with organisations with larger private spaces, such as schools and hospitals, to impact
greenery development.

Grassroots engagement

The aim of this objective is to develop communications activity to ensure that the importance of
greening is understood across the city as a whole. This will enable two way communication between
the residents and the Council on greening interventions.

Policy review
This aim comprises the relevant strands of the Draft Portsmouth Local Plan, considered above.

The Greening Strategy was reviewed by Cabinet in October 2021.* It confirmed progress to date as
follows:

Action Location (list not exhaustive)

Rewilding undertaken Long Curtain banks; Pembroke Gardens; Pier
Road; Duisberg Way; Bransbury Park; Kingston
Recreation Ground; Stamshaw Park; Alexandra
Park; Langstone Gardens; Portsdown Hill
Urban Meadows sown College Park; Milton Park; Tamworth Park;
Bransbury Park; Bransbury Gardens; Clarendon
Gardens; Pembroke Triangle; Southsea Rock
Garden; Southsea Castle; Ladies Mile; Canoe
Lake

Management of ecologically important habitats | Fort Cumberland West; Milton Common; Hilsea
Lines; Farlington Triangle

The review confirmed that funding continues to be pursued. A successful bid to Forgotten Places
through Trees for Cities resulted in an award of £35,950 with which to fund the 2021/2022 planting
season.

The review complemented the work already undertaken via the site management plans (considered
in this strategy) and noted the significant work undertaken by the Countryside Officers.

Forward planning for the Greening Strategy includes development of a greening guide for
community groups and the creation of green walking trails and nature corridors.

4 https://democracy.portsmouth.gov.uk/documents/s32455/Greening%20Strategy.pdf
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Greening Infrastructure Delivery Plan

Portsmouth is working to develop its current greening strategy towards a fully integrated greening
infrastructure delivery plan.

The plan is based on evidence from the UN, WHO and Natural England. The plan will involve a cross-
cutting working group, comprised of Parks, Planning, Strategy (Climate), Transport, Housing and
Public Health officers in collaboration with external stakeholders. The working group will be a sub-
group of the Climate Programme Board. The intention is to develop a high level vision for a greener
Portsmouth. This will include greening interventions (focussed on areas which have been evidence
mapped based on high deprivation, low green infrastructure, poor air quality and risk of surface
flooding) which will take in both physical changes to the environment and community engagement
activity. The plan was adopted by the Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Greening in July
2023.°

Intended outcomes are four-fold:

e Improve health;

e Reduce inequalities in access to green space;

e Increase biodiversity;

e Tackle climate change (including flood mitigation and air quality improvements)

by prioritising actions against eight greening objectives.

Southsea Seafront Strategy 2010- 2026 and Seafront Masterplan Supplementary Planning
Document 2021

This strategy seeks to explore how the Council can attract quality facilities to the seafront and
operate commercially, whilst maintaining the quality of the environment.® Whilst the strategy is for
the most part concerned with visitor attractions and events, these will have an impact on the
physical environment. The visual amenity of the seafront space is highlighted in the strategy
together with the obligation to protect Southsea Common and Eastney Beach as a Site Important for
Nature Conservation (SINC).

The strategy highlights the opportunity to increase awareness of environmental issues and biological
diversity in the area. This includes areas such as Southsea Rose Garden, the Rock Garden and The
Dell. Tree planting is also key along the seafront to provide shelter from the sea wind and protection
from the sun.

The strategy also provides a focus on the importance of active travel and the opportunity presented
to link Eastney Ferry to Gosport Ferry as part of the sustrans network.

The following locations are given particular attention in the strategy:

Southsea Common
Further tree planting to take place. Intensive use areas to be marked with signage.

Canoe Lake
Further signage to be undertaken, to signpost the gardens for visitors.

5 Agenda for Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Greening the City on Thursday, 6th July, 2023, 4.00 pm
Portsmouth City Council

6 https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Seafront-Strategy.pdf
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Eastney Beach
Creation of sustainable interpretation centre to highlight unique ecological area.

The strategy also notes the opportunity to use the area for a variety of events, provided these do not
damage the environment.

The Seafront Masterplan 20217 picks up many of the themes from the strategy. It also includes
updated information on three areas in particular:

Sea Defences
The masterplan refers to the project by Coastal Partners to deliver replacement sea defences and
how these present an opportunity to enhance the seafront.

Health and Wellbeing
It is highlighted how the seafront open space is a significant contributor towards health and
wellbeing objectives through the broad range of active leisure activities that are offered.

Climate Change
Seafront development should include the strengthening of the city's green infrastructure which
contributes towards climate change mitigation.

Portsmouth Community Safety Plan 2021-2022

This plan comprises a multi-agency approach for services across the city to identify community
safety priorities. These priorities should be borne in mind when planning for the city's outdoor
space and they tie in with the City Vision 2040 for a happy and healthy city where residents can feel
safe.

Whilst Portsmouth is a safe city, there are identified risk factors that result in crime and anti-social
behaviour. Consideration by all services of community safety issues enables early intervention.

Cemeteries Strategy

This strategy considers how to manage existing cemeteries space to meet current demand and plan
for future requirements. It notes that in addition to their primary function, cemeteries provide
wider benefit for physical and mental health with regard to green space, space for reflection,
walking and wildlife appreciation.

The strategy considers a number of issues for future consideration, including:

e Increasing capacity for burial space

e Designating areas for particular communities

e Improving and enhancing cemeteries as areas of public value for green space
e Options for long term sustainability

Improvements to cemetery green space will include tree and biodiversity management. The
strategy notes that there is also opportunity for community engagement, such as after dark walks
and tomb trails together with the possibility of Friends groups for each or all the cemeteries.

7 Seafront Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document: March 2021 (portsmouth.gov.uk)
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Physical Activity Strategy

This public health strategy is provided by Energise Me?, a cross-authority strategy encompassing all
local authorities within the Hampshire and Isle of Wight region.

The strategy has five strands which include the following:

e Positive early experiences for children and young people including opportunities for physical
activity and community provision

e Opportunities that meet the needs of the community, that are accessible

e Local spaces that feel safe and attractive to the community

e Support to be active - promotion of opportunities

e  Working together for improved health and wellbeing

Southsea Coastal Scheme Defences

New coastal defences are being constructed to mitigate potential flood risk for the next 100 years.
Concurrently, the opportunity is being taken to consider the area more broadly. The construction
period is due to run from 2020-2028. Phase 1 (Long Curtain Moat) included the creation of concrete
tidal pools, which mimic natural rock pools to encourage colonisation by marine species. The pools
hold water to increase the diversity of habitat whether high or low tide. This scheme is therefore
considered in connection with this strategy by way of encouraging biodiversity and creating
additional habitat for flora and fauna. It also forms part of the strategy for seafront development.

Economic Development and Regeneration Strategy 2019-2036

This strategy recognises that economic growth is contingent upon many factors including
safeguarding the environment.® It acknowledges that natural assets within an intensely urbanised
space form part of the city's unique brand. As the Authority undertakes to do all it can to promote
and protect healthy environments, this makes the city a good place to live and encourages
investment, growth and opportunity for contributions towards improved green infrastructure.

Heritage Strategy

The Heritage Strategy for Portsmouth has a key overlap with the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy.®
It identifies the open spaces in Portsmouth that meet historical interest criteria. It includes the
following locations which are Grade Il listed:

e Southsea Common
e Kingston Cemetery
e Victoria Park

These environments have a key part to play in physical and mental wellbeing. They contribute to
Portsmouth's unique identity providing a contrast to the urban environment whilst at the same time
providing sense of belonging, place and community through their historical relevance.

8 https://www.energiseme.org/
° https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Economic-Development-Regeneration-
Strategy-Accessible.pdf

10 https://democracy.portsmouth.gov.uk/documents/s31720/Heritage%20Strategy%20-
%20Appendix%20A.pdf
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The strategy also identifies a number of historic fortifications which are part of the city's greenspace
offer, such as:

e Hilsea Lines
e Fort Cumberland

These spaces are identified as potential heritage projects with opportunities to care for and improve
the assets.

Portsmouth Transport Strategy 2021-2038

This strategy overlaps with the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy as its overarching objective is to
reduce car use and increase physical activity participation in walking and cycling.'! The provision of
quality infrastructure will enable short distances to be covered by sustainable travel. The strategy
includes a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) to identify a number of walking and
cycling routes to connect up different parts of the city. The development of this infrastructure will
be supported by reallocation of road space and provision of cycle hangars for public use.

The LCWIP is supported by Sustrans, in particular the requirement for a walking and cycling
infrastructure which includes persons in wheelchairs, mobility scooters and buggy users.*?

Also associated with the Transport Strategy is the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP). This
sets out an action plan to promote recreational and functional journeys. It looks to encourage more
walking and cycling in the city and to include promoting open areas of green space with the
opportunity they provide for links between urban areas and green spaces, to reduce reliance on
motor vehicles, thereby reducing congestion, carbon and associated air quality issues.

Air Quality Strategy, 2017-2027

This strategy notes the importance of a clean environment to our communities and our health.?® It
aims to achieve all statutory local air quality standards across the city by 2027. It has several
strategic objectives, including to 'create a focus on sustainable travel, including the promotion of a
modal shift in transport from car to active travel'. The delivery of this objective is dependent upon
protecting green infrastructure and incentivising sustainable and active travel options.

Public Health Superzone

A Superzone pilot was approved by Health and Wellbeing Board in September 2019 as part of a
Childhood Obesity review. This followed initiatives in London where several superzones were
planned across London Boroughs. Following a delay due to Covid, a Superzone pilot in Portsmouth
commenced in September 2021 at Arundel Court Primary Academy (ACPA).

The Superzone is a place-based approach working within 400 metres of a central location. The zone
includes several of the city's green spaces, namely Nutfield Place, Arundel Park and Landport Park.
The ACPA Superzone comprises four themes: healthy food, active places, clean air and community
safety.

11 https://travel.portsmouth.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Local-Transport-Plan-2021.pdf

12 https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/policy-consultation-submissions/2020/all/our-response-to-the-
portsmouth-transport-strategy/

13 env-air-quality-strategy.pdf (portsmouth.gov.uk)
14 HWB 25 Sep 19 superzone.pdf (portsmouth.gov.uk)
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Active Places includes the provision of a daily mile (walk, run or jog) for all children together with
active travel incentives.

Community and Safety includes improvements to the green space utilising greening funding to
improve design, sightlines and provision of dog bins.

Portsmouth Playing Pitch Strategy 2018-2034

The Playing Pitch Strategy®® follows three principles:

Protect: make sure that there are sufficient facilities of quality in the correct place. The benefits of
multi pitch sites are recognised and should be protected through the planning and development
process.

Enhance: The strategy considers where quality affects the sustainability of playing pitch assets,
where quality can be improved and where the Council can work with stakeholders in partnership
together to secure funding through development.

Provide: investment to be directed at sites that provide the highest increase in participation and
demonstrate long term sustainability.

Climate Change Strategy 2022

The Council's Climate Change Strategy!® recognises that there is an urgent need to address the
environmental challenges in Portsmouth.

The strategy complements the protection of our parks and open spaces in particular by the following
objectives:

e Protect our green infrastructure and biodiversity resilience, including rewilding and
wildflower meadow planting

e Improve the quality of our natural spaces, including parks, open spaces, playing fields,
woodlands and allotments.

e Promote green infrastructure e.g. through education.

Bhttps://democracy.portsmouth.gov.uk/documents/s18367/Final%20Draft%20Portsmouth%20City%20Counci
19620Stage%20D0%20-PPS%20-%20V7%20-%2008.03.18.pdf
16 portsmouth City Council Climate Change Strategy
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Appendix 5.3 - Operational Plans

Operational Plans

Baffins Pond Management Plan

This document sets out the current arrangements for Baffins Pond to protect the area for wildlife
and also as a public open space. The site is protected from development and particularly as the site
provides habitat for Brent Geese.

The Plan has seven aims:

. To manage Baffins Pond as a quality, safe and accessible park;

. To maintain and enhance the nature, value and biodiversity of the park;
. To manage the park sustainably;

. To promote community involvement in the park;

. To promote the park as a resource for exercise and healthy living;

° To reduce anti-social behaviour;

. To promote the park as an educational resource.

There is a management action plan for each aim.
Current projects for Baffins Pond include:

. Introduction of the Council's sustainable bedding scheme involving the replacement of the
current shrub beds with sustainable planting of herbaceous perennials and grasses so that
year round interest is provided.

° Introduction of wildlife interpretation boards.
° Continued development of the wildflower meadow and tree area.
° The undertaking of a wildlife survey of the pond.

In addition to these Council projects, the Friends group known as the Baffins Pond Association has
its own programme of complementary projects, including year round activities and volunteering
including work undertaken by 'Men's Shed'.

Southsea Rock Gardens Management Plan

This document sets out the current arrangements to protect the Southsea Rock Gardens both as a
horticultural feature and public open space. The site is protected from development and the
gardens are notable for their diverse planting scheme including alpine plants.

The Plan for this site has the same seven overarching aims as the Baffins Pond plan.
Current projects for Southsea Rock Gardens include:

. Completion of renovation of mixed beds, to enhance diversity and reveal the rocks which
have been in places partially hidden by previous planting choices. Future planting will also
be reassessed in conjunction with the Southsea Defences strategy.

. Encourage the Friends group, including assisting with advertising / promoting their activities.

) Repair lighting to discourage anti-social behaviour and enable gardens for winter usage. This
will be subject to a successful capital bid for Council funds.
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) Installation of CCTV to discourage anti-social behaviour (subject to the success of a capital
bid as above).
. Re-establishment of the bog garden.

One advantage of the Friends group at this site includes the ability to attract external funding. As a
community organisation, there is potential to attract sources of funding that will not be possible for
the Council as a local authority.

Milton Park Management Plan

This document sets out the current arrangements to protect Milton Park both as a public open space
and focus for the local community. The site is protected from development and is notable for its
community facilities including local library, community centre, café and provision for outdoor activity
/ sports.

The Plan for this site has the same overarching aims as the above two sites except it does not
specifically include the promotion of the park as an educational resource.

Current projects concern accessibility of the Park:
. Improve path quality and quality of hard surfaces
. Improve entrances including installation of appropriate signage.

There is a Friends group for this park, who have their own dedicated area for maintenance. The park
is also notable for a number of mature trees and management of the park includes support to
Portsmouth & Southsea Volunteer Tree Wardens. There has been considerable planting of new
trees in this park.

Farlington Triangle Management Plan

This document sets out the current arrangements to protect this area of coastal grazing marshes. It
is recognised as a rare habitat and is therefore under protection by special conservation measures.
There are three strands to the management plan:

. Management of the grazing marshes to prevent encroachment by rank vegetation and
subsequent damage to important fauna and flora species;
. Protecting the biodiversity of the site, reporting in regularly to Hampshire Biodiversity

Information Centre. Protecting species at the site include water vole. Managing grassland
at the site for winter grazing wading birds and wildfowl, at a height to provide shelter for
invertebrates and nesting sites.

. Managing the site as a quality destination for informal education and recreation. This
includes interpretation of the site for visitors and promotional material. In addition,
developing community / voluntary interest and support in the site and broadening the use
of the site as an educational resource moving forward.
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Milton Common Management Plan

This site is comprised of reclaimed intertidal land and provides a broad species diversity of almost
200 species recorded within the site. It includes nationally scarce and county scarce species. The
site has been awarded a Higher Level Stewardship grant from Natural England for its management.
The management plan has three over-arching objectives:

Improve the visitor experience, including: educating the public with regard to the hazards of
litter and dog fouling; maintaining amenity grassland for family/friend groups; maintain safe
infrastructure; appropriate interpretation, signage and safety measures; developing
volunteer/ community interest and support in the site and promoting the site as an
educational resource.

Improve the quality of habitat, including: protecting the diversity of the site by monitoring
species, (reporting to Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre), restoration and
management of the grassland for target species.

Divert recreational pressure away from the coastal path by developing the inland footpaths
and cyclepaths, to minimise disturbance to species such as wildfowl.

The plan notes the previous use of the site as a municipal refuse site in the late 1960s. This
generates particular requirements with regard to the above objectives.

Hilsea Lines Management Plan

This site originally comprised military defences which, having fallen into disrepair, now offer a
diverse habitat for wildlife, including the only woodland on Portsea Island. The area is protected as
both a scheduled monument, Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and under a
number of other designations.

The management plan comprises the following objectives:

To manage the site as a quality destination for quiet informal recreation, including: a high
standard of visitor facilities and infrastructure, encouraging volunteers and community
involvement, providing for the site to be a safe environment and providing signage and
interpretation.

To maintain and enhance the diversity of the site, including: undertaking a coppice-glade
regime to create a varied woodland to benefit a variety of plants and animals, manage reed
beds to provide nesting cover, control invasive weeds, monitor and report species with
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre.

To promote awareness and interest in the natural world, including: holding events,
promoting Hilsea Lines as an outdoor classroom, developing the skills of volunteers and
Friends of Hilsea Lines, use of interpretation boards for wildlife and historical information.
To protect, enhance and promote the ancient monument, including: restoration of
casements for use (large scale restoration dependent on capital funding).

Page 19



Appendix 5.3 - Operational Plans

Fort Cumberland Management Plan

This site comprises both a Site of Importance to Nature Conservation (SINC) due to the biodiversity
on site and Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) due to historic fortifications in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.

The management plan comprises the following objectives:

To maintain and enhance the biodiversity of the site including: monitoring species and
habitat development, updating Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre, control of
invasive weeds, managing grassland, gorse and scrub to maximise species diversity including
nesting birds and invertebrates.

To manage the site as a high quality destination for quiet recreation and education,
including: a high standard of visitor facilities and infrastructure, providing for the site to be a
safe environment, providing signage and interpretation, developing volunteer and
community involvement, practical conservation groups, annual consultation and
encouraging the use of the site as an educational resource.

Portsdown Hill Management Plans

The management of Portsdown Hill is documented in two separate plans, one concerned with the
area that is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and one covering the non-SSSI open

space.

The SSSI plan comprises the following objectives:

To improve, maintain and increase (to 60%) the species rich calcareous grassland dominated
habitats;
To retain existing habitats (unless dominated by invasive non-native species);

To safeguard notable species, including a review of site biodiversity, particularly as relates to
invertebrates.

The non-SSSI plan comprises the following objectives:

To maintain, improve and increase the species-rich grassland area;
To maintain and increase biodiversity on the areas not managed as species rich grassland,
such as ongoing scrub control, control of invasive species and diversifying tree stock.

Within both plans:

To provide for public access, awareness and educational use of the site including work with
groups such as Forest Schools. This includes working with Friends of Portsdown Hill and
conservation volunteers.

To incorporate environmental considerations such as sustainable management, including
the potential to join up wildlife supporting land management across Portsdown.
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Victoria Park, 'The People's Park' project

The National Lottery Heritage Fund invited Portsmouth City Council to develop a vision for the future
of Victoria Park in autumn 2019. The park is a flagship example of a late nineteenth century design
and is key to the history of the city.

Funding has enabled a new project for the park. Round 1 of funding enabled extensive consultation,
survey work and design plans to go ahead, concluding in Round 2 funding submission in August 2021.

Notification of the success of the Round 2 bid was received in December 2021. Receipt of the
delivery phase funding will allow ground works and capital works to take place in 2022-2023 and a
full activity programme will follow, which will include:

. Volunteer recruitment programme
. Community garden

. Park community clean days

o Pop up community events

. Fairs and festivals

° Wildlife workshops
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Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

T Grounds Conservation | Community
I. Parks and gardens: principal parks , Litter and ) . . Total | Percentage
. . ) Design and | Health and | Safety and Maintenance Buildings o and Heritage | Involvement
Signage | Physical Access | Inclusiveness o . . Control of Dogs Waste - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification | Wellbeing | Security and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
Victoria Park 5 9 9 9 8 8 8 9 8 10 X 9 7 8 107 82%
Baffins Pond 6 9 9 8 6 8 8 8 8 9 10 8 8 10 115 82%
Ravelin Park 8 8 8 9 8 7 10 9 9 10 X 9 5 4 104 80%
Castle Field, Ramparts and Bandstand 6 9 8 9 3 6 8 9 9 10 9 9 10 7 112 80%
Milton Park 3 8 9 8 7 7 10 8 7 8 8 7 8 9 107 76%
Rock Gardens and South Parade Gardens 5 7 10 9 8 5 8 9 9 X X 7 X 7 84 76%
Cosham Park 5 7 8 8 7 6 8 8 8 9 X 8 X 9 91 76%
Hilsea Lido 7 9 8 8 7 6 8 8 8 7 7 8 7 8 106 76%
Canoe Lake 7 8 8 8 5 8 7 8 9 7 8 8 7 8 106 76%
College Park 5 8 8 9 7 7 7 8 8 7 9 7 X 8 98 75%
Stamshaw Park 3 8 9 8 7 7 8 8 8 X X 8 X 8 82 75%
Ladies Mile and Avenue de Caen 5 8 7 9 7 8 6 8 9 X X 8 X 6 81 74%
Buckland Park 4 8 9 8 7 8 7 8 7 X X 7 X 8 81 74%
Kingston Recreation Ground 5 8 9 8 7 6 9 8 8 X 9 7 3 8 95 73%
AVERAGES 5.3 8.1 8.5 8.4 6.7 6.9 8.0 8.3 8.2 8.6 8.6 7.9 6.9 7.7 98 77%
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Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

. Grounds Conservation | Community
I. Parks and gardens: local parks . Litter and ) o . Total | Percentage
Signage | Physical Access | Inclusiveness De5|.g.n ar.1d Health ?nd Safety .and Control of Dogs Waste Maintenance Buﬂdmgs Public Toilets | Infrastructure and Heritage | Involvement
Specification | Wellbeing | Security and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
Lumps Fort & Japanese Garden 8 8 8 9 10 7 6 9 10 8 X 8 7 6 104 80%
City Museum and Records Office 7 8 9 9 6 7 6 8 9 10 8 8 8 7 110 79%
Watersedge Park 4 8 8 9 5 7 10 10 9 X X 8 X 8 86 78%
Bransbury Park 4 8 9 8 8 8 7 9 8 9 X 7 X 8 93 78%
Long Curtain / Kings Bastion 7 8 7 8 X 6 10 9 8 X X 8 8 6 85 77%
Hempsted Green X 8 9 8 6 7 8 9 8 X X 8 X 6 77 77%
Orchard Park 7 7 7 8 6 7 10 9 8 X X 8 X 7 84 76%
Union Road Park 6 9 9 8 X 8 5 9 7 X X 9 X 6 76 76%
Pembroke Gardens X 9 9 7 6 7 8 9 7 X X 7 X 6 75 75%
Credenhill Road 8 7 7 7 X 7 8 9 8 X X 7 X 7 75 75%
St George's Square 6 8 7 7 6 7 7 9 7 X X 10 X 8 82 75%
Arundel Street Gardens 4 8 9 8 6 8 8 9 7 X X 9 X 6 82 75%
Hawthorn Crescent 7 9 7 8 4 7 10 8 7 X X 9 X 6 82 75%
Upper Church Path 8 7 6 7 X 7 8 8 7 X X 10 X 6 74 74%
Holbrook Road 4 8 8 8 7 7 8 8 7 X X 8 X 8 81 74%
Tunstall Road 7 8 8 7 5 7 8 9 7 X X 7 X 8 81 74%
Wimbledon Park 6 7 8 8 6 7 10 9 7 X X 5 X 7 80 73%
Cumberland Gardens 6 8 9 9 6 9 2 8 8 10 X 7 X 5 87 73%
Milebush Road 6 9 9 8 3 7 7 9 7 X X 8 X 6 79 72%
Buckingham Green 5 9 7 7 5 8 7 9 7 X X 8 X 6 78 71%
Waverley Gardens 3 8 8 7 10 9 8 8 7 X X 6 X 4 78 71%
Waterworks Field 4 7 8 8 5 8 8 8 7 X X 8 X 7 78 71%
Britannia Gardens 5 7 8 8 X 7 7 8 8 X X 7 X 5 70 70%
Fairfield Square 5 8 7 6 X 8 8 9 8 X X 6 X 5 70 70%
Queen Street Play Area 0 8 8 7 X 9 8 9 7 X X 8 X 6 70 70%
Alexandra Park 3 9 8 8 7 7 10 9 7 7 0 7 X 7 89 68%
Highbury Grove 6 6 6 7 5 7 10 7 6 X X 7 X 7 74 67%
Gurnard Road 5 7 7 8 5 6 8 9 6 X X 8 5 6 80 67%
Drayton Park 3 7 8 7 7 6 7 8 7 X 5 8 X 7 80 67%
Collington Crescent 4 7 5 8 6 5 8 8 7 X X 8 X 7 73 66%
Knowsley Road 5 8 6 7 3 7 10 9 5 X X 6 X 7 73 66%
St John's Road 7 6 7 7 5 7 4 8 7 X X 7 6 7 78 65%
Teignmouth Road 0 8 6 8 6 8 6 8 8 X X 7 6 7 78 65%
Cornwallis Crescent 6 8 7 7 5 8 7 9 6 X X 7 2 6 78 65%
East Lodge Park 0 6 6 8 5 8 6 10 9 X X 6 X 7 71 65%
Charles Dickens Gardens 0 8 7 7 6 8 8 9 6 X X 8 X 3 70 64%
Woodland Park 0 8 8 8 5 7 6 9 6 X X 8 X 3 68 62%
Clarendon Gardens 0 8 8 7 6 8 8 9 5 X X 5 X 4 68 62%
Wesley Gardens 4 5 5 6 6 8 6 8 7 X X 5 X 7 67 61%
Leominster Road X 7 5 5 6 6 6 7 5 X X 9 5 5 66 60%
Zetland Field 0 7 5 7 5 8 6 7 6 X X 6 6 7 70 58%
Milton Town Green 6 5 5 7 6 5 4 7 6 X X 5 8 6 70 58%
Tamworth Field 4 7 5 7 5 6 8 7 6 X X 6 4 5 70 58%
Braemar Avenue 0 6 3 7 6 7 5 7 8 X X 4 X 5 58 53%
Jubilee Park 0 7 7 6 X 7 2 6 7 X X 5 3 6 56 51%
Gatcombe House 0 6 5 7 6 5 6 7 5 X X 3 2 4 56 47%
AVERAGES 4.5 7.7 7.4 7.5 5.8 7.3 7.5 8.6 7.1 8.8 4.3 7.5 5.9 6.3 79 70%
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Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

I. Parks and gardens: pocket parks consew,atlon Community Total Percentage
. Grounds and Heritage | Involvement
. . . Design and Health and Safety and Control of Litter and Maintenance Buildings . .
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness o . . Waste - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Wellbeing Security Dogs and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
Edgbaston House / Tipton House 6 8 9 8 8 8 5 9 8 X X 9 X 7 85 77%
The Circle X 8 9 8 8 9 X 9 8 X X 7 X 3 69 77%
Esplanade Gardens X 7 4 7 X 7 10 9 8 X X 10 X 3 65 72%
Lords Street (North) 8 8 7 7 6 8 8 7 7 X X 7 X 5 78 71%
Pembroke Triangles 6 8 6 7 6 7 10 9 7 X X 8 6 5 85 71%
Childe Square 6 8 8 8 X 8 4 8 7 X X 8 X 5 70 70%
Aylward Gardens X 9 8 7 6 8 8 8 5 X X 7 X 3 69 69%
April Square X 7 8 5 X 8 7 5 7 X X 10 X 4 61 68%
King Albert Court X 7 7 5 X 8 7 8 7 X X 7 X 5 61 68%
White Cloud Place 2 6 7 8 6 7 8 7 7 X X 9 X 4 71 65%
Queen Street X 8 4 7 X 8 7 4 7 X X 10 X 3 58 64%
Blackwood House 0 8 8 7 X 8 7 8 7 X X 8 X 3 64 64%
Mills Road X 8 8 6 X 8 7 4 7 X X 6 X 3 57 63%
Normandy Road 0 9 5 7 4 8 6 8 7 X X 8 X 7 69 63%
Lomond Close 2 8 8 6 X 8 4 8 6 X X 7 X 4 61 61%
North Street (Portsea) X 7 8 5 X 6 8 5 4 X X 7 X 3 53 59%
Copnor Bridge Open Space X 7 7 7 6 6 2 6 6 X X 7 X 3 57 57%
Northern Road X 7 5 5 X 5 8 6 6 X X 6 X 3 51 57%
Hertford Street 0 8 7 5 6 8 6 7 5 X X 6 X 4 62 56%
Nelson Road South X 8 7 5 X 8 2 7 6 X X 4 6 3 56 56%
Nutfield Place 6 8 7 5 X 7 7 4 6 X X 3 X 3 56 56%
Providence Place 0 7 7 5 5 6 9 5 7 X X 5 X 4 60 55%
Kilbride Path X 6 6 5 X 8 2 5 10 X X 5 X 2 49 54%
Marketway Gardens X 7 7 5 X 5 2 4 6 8 X 3 7 4 58 53%
Highgrove Open Space 4 5 6 6 8 5 6 4 6 X X 2 5 6 63 53%
London Road Linear Park (Gatcombe) X 7 3 6 X 6 7 4 5 X X 6 X 3 47 52%
Studley Memorial Garden 0 5 3 7 8 7 2 9 7 X X 4 X 3 55 50%
Farmside Gardens 0 7 7 5 X 5 2 7 7 X X 5 X 3 48 48%
Halstead Road 0 7 6 5 X 6 6 3 6 X X 2 X 3 44 44%
York Place X 9 8 5 X 7 2 4 6 X X 5 X 3 49 41%
AVERAGES 2.7 7.4 6.7 6.1 6.4 7.1 5.8 6.4 6.6 8.0 #DIV/0! 6.4 6.0 3.8 61 60%
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Il. Natural and semi-natural urban

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

. . Conservation | Community
greenspaces and IX. Accessible countryside . Total Percentage
. ban fri Litt " and Heritage | Involvement
In urpban fringe areas
g . . . Design and Health and Safety and Control of treran Grounds Buildings . .
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness . . . Waste ] - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Wellbeing Security Dogs Maintenance | (except toilets)
Management
Hilsea Lines 9 8 7 9 10 6 8 8 9 X 8 9 10 101 84%
Portsdown Hill (non SSSI) 8 8 6 9 9 7 9 8 10 0 7 10 8 99 76%
Milton Common 7 8 8 9 9 7 7 7 8 X 7 8 6 91 76%
Fort Purbrook Frontage 7 7 5 8 8 5 8 4 10 X 6 10 8 86 72%
Portsdown Hill SSSI 9 7 X 9 7 6 6 3 10 X 6 7 8 78 71%
Paulsgrove Chalkpit 0 8 7 9 10 7 7 4 8 X 8 7 10 85 71%
Eastney Beach 7 8 4 8 6 6 7 6 X 9 6 8 0 75 63%
Farlington Marshes 9 7 6 6 8 5 4 4 8 0 5 8 6 76 58%
Great Salterns 4 7 6 8 8 7 5 6 7 0 6 7 5 76 58%
Milton Locks (West of Thatched House) 6 5 5 5 6 7 6 5 6 X 8 6 3 68 57%
Farlington Triangle 0 7 0 9 8 5 2 5 8 X 2 8 8 62 52%
AVERAGES 6.0 7.3 5.4 8.1 8.1 6.2 6.3 5.5 8.4 2.3 6.3 8.0 6.5 81.5 67%
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A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

V. Amenity Green Space COnserv?tion Community Total Percentage
) Grounds and Heritage | Involvement
. . . Design and Health and Safety and Control of Litter and Maintenance Buildings L
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness o . . Waste - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Wellbeing Security Dogs and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
Southsea Common 6 8 8 8 6 7 9 9 7 9 X 8 8 9 102 78%
Marine Court X 7 8 8 3 7 10 9 9 X 9 9 X 6 85 77%
Southampton Road 8 9 7 8 3 8 8 9 8 X X 9 6 5 88 73%
Baffins Playing Field 8 9 6 8 6 7 9 8 7 X X 8 5 6 87 73%
IBM site opposite KGV 8 7 8 7 8 7 3 8 7 X X 8 8 6 85 71%
Dersingham Close X 8 7 3 X 8 6 9 10 X X 9 X 3 63 70%
Anchorage Linear Park X 8 6 9 6 6 7 8 7 X X 6 6 4 73 66%
Broom Square 6 8 5 6 5 8 7 5 8 X X 10 X 5 73 66%
Lake Road / Fratton Road / Kilmiston Close X 8 8 6 X 8 X 5 8 X X 7 X 3 53 66%
Great Salterns Quay 6 6 6 6 X 7 8 9 6 X X 6 X 6 66 66%
Port Solent Open Space X 8 5 8 X 6 6 7 8 X X 7 6 5 66 66%
Bransbury Gardens X 9 8 6 X 8 8 5 7 X X 5 X 3 59 66%
Holbeach Close X 8 7 4 X 8 6 9 5 X X 9 X 3 59 66%
Peterborough Road X 8 7 4 X 8 8 8 5 X X 8 X 3 59 66%
Arthur Pope House Verge X 7 6 7 X 7 2 8 8 X X 7 X 7 59 66%
Doyle Close X 8 3 6 X 8 6 10 7 X X 6 X 3 57 63%
Harley Walk X 7 7 5 X 8 9 5 8 X X 5 X 3 57 63%
Stanley Road / Simpson Road X 7 8 7 6 7 8 4 7 X X 6 X 3 63 63%
Kendalls Wharf 7 7 7 7 X 5 6 5 6 X X 7 6 6 69 63%
Sea Mill Gardens X 9 7 5 X 8 6 5 7 X X 6 X 3 56 62%
Peronne Road X 8 5 6 X 8 8 5 7 X X 5 X 4 56 62%
Holbrook Road / Carlisle Road X 7 6 6 X 6 6 8 7 X X X X 3 49 61%
Falmouth Road X 8 8 6 X 7 7 7 7 X X 5 3 3 61 61%
Spinnaker Public Open Space 6 7 6 6 6 6 6 6 5 X X 7 5 7 73 61%
Moneyfield Avenue X 8 8 6 X 8 5 8 X X 7 X 2 54 60%
Lords Street (South) 5 7 7 5 X 7 8 5 8 X X 5 X 3 60 60%
Lake Road / Turner Road X 8 5 6 X 8 6 7 5 X X X X 3 48 60%
Kingsley Road Open Space X 8 4 6 X 7 8 4 5 X X 6 6 5 59 59%
Sultan Road 3 6 7 7 X 8 3 8 7 X X 7 X 3 59 59%
North Street (Landport) X 8 9 6 X 6 6 4 7 X X 4 X 3 53 59%
Tewkesbury Close X 8 7 6 X 8 2 4 6 X X 9 X 3 53 59%
Tudor Sailing Club X 6 7 7 X 5 2 5 6 X X 8 6 6 58 58%
King William Street X 8 7 4 X 7 6 4 6 X X 7 X 3 52 58%
Prison Corner X 8 5 6 X 7 2 5 6 X X 10 X 3 52 58%
Drummond Road X 8 9 6 X 7 2 6 7 X X 4 X 3 52 58%
Eastern Road Central X 7 7 7 X 5 2 4 6 X X 7 6 6 57 57%
Balderton Close 5 9 8 4 X 8 2 5 7 X X 6 X 3 57 57%
Allaway Ave X 7 6 6 X 6 2 7 6 X X 8 X 3 51 57%
Hale Street North X 8 7 6 X 8 7 4 7 X X 1 X 3 51 57%
Bodmin Road X 8 6 5 X 8 2 4 9 X X 6 X 3 51 57%
Grafton Street X 7 7 6 X 7 7 4 7 X X 3 X 3 51 57%
Lake Road X 7 7 7 X 7 2 4 7 X X 7 X 3 51 57%
Bude Close 5 7 7 6 X 8 2 3 7 X X 7 X 3 55 55%
Leominster Road Triangle X 7 7 6 X 8 2 3 6 X X 7 X 3 49 54%
Howard Road X 7 3 6 X 8 7 4 5 X X 6 X 3 49 54%
Ashurst Road X 7 7 5 X 7 2 4 7 X X 4 X 3 46 51%
Rudmore Roundabout X 7 7 6 X 6 2 3 3 X X 7 X 3 44 49%
Lynx House X 7 6 4 X 4 6 4 5 X X 4 3 3 46 46%
Fort Cumberland Road 5 7 4 6 1 5 7 5 3 X X 5 5 2 55 46%
Ferry Road X 5 4 5 X 5 3 4 5 X X 4 X 3 38 42%
Meadowsweet Way X 5 3 5 X 5 5 3 4 X X 3 3 3 39 39%
Tipner Lane 3 5 3 5 X 3 3 4 3 X X 2 0 X 31 31%
AVERAGES 5.8 7.4 6.4 6.0 5.0 6.9 5.3 5.7 6.5 9.0 9.0 6.3 5.1 3.8 58.4 60%
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Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

Grounds

Conservation

Community

VI. Outdoor Sports Facilities . Litter and ) - . Total Percentage
. . . Design and Health and Safety and Control of Maintenance Buildings . . and Heritage | Involvement
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness o . . Waste - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Wellbeing Security Dogs and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
St Helens Playing Field 9 7 7 7 8 8 8 8 8 9 X 8 X 9 96 80%
Rugby Camp 7 8 7 7 8 7 7 7 8 8 X 7 X 9 90 75%
Drayton Park 5 8 8 7 8 7 7 8 7 9 5 8 X 9 96 74%
Alexandra Park Playing Field 5 8 8 7 8 7 7 8 7 X X 7 X 8 80 73%
Bransbury Park 0 8 8 7 8 8 8 8 8 5 X 7 X 8 83 69%
Anchorage Park (Sports field and play area) 0 8 7 7 7 7 9 9 7 X X 5 X 8 74 67%
Langstone Harbour Sports Field 7 8 6 7 6 5 7 7 7 7 X 5 X 7 79 66%
Great Salterns Sports Field 6 6 5 7 6 4 6 6 7 8 X 7 7 7 82 63%
Farlington Sports Field 0 7 6 8 7 5 8 6 7 7 X 7 X 7 75 63%
Sevenoaks Playing Field 0 8 5 5 5 8 6 8 8 5 X 10 X 7 75 63%
King George V Playing Field 0 8 5 7 8 6 7 6 6 4 X 7 X 9 73 61%
Allaway Avenue Playing Field 0 7 6 7 8 5 7 7 7 5 X 6 3 9 77 59%
Great Salterns Archery Range 3 7 6 5 6 4 X 10 8 6 5 3 6 8 77 59%
AVERAGES 3.2 7.5 6.5 6.8 7.2 6.2 7.3 7.5 7.3 6.6 5.0 6.7 5.3 8.1 81.3 67%
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Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results

A welcoming Place

Healthy Safe and Secure

Well Maintained and Clean

i .. . Communit
VI. Allotments and community gardens . Litter and qrounds Buildings Biodiversity v Total Percentage
. . . Design and Safety and Control of Maintenance . . Involvement
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness o . Waste Huts and sheds| (except huts | Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Security Dogs and .
Management . and toilets)
Horticulture
Longmeadow 5 9 8 8 7 6 7 7 9 8 6 8 8 8 104 74%
Salisbury Rd 5 9 8 8 7 6 5 8 9 9 4 8 8 9 103 74%
North Harbour 4 9 8 8 6 6 5 9 9 9 6 9 8 6 102 73%
Moneyfields 7 8 8 8 6 6 5 6 8 9 4 8 X 9 92 71%
Milton 8 8 6 6 5 6 6 6 7 7 3 7 7 8 90 64%
Horsea Lane 6 7 8 8 7 6 4 7 X 9 3 8 0 8 81 62%
Durrants 5 8 6 6 7 6 6 7 X 7 0 7 8 7 80 62%
Knowsley Rd 5 7 5 X 9 6 5 7 X X 0 9 X 6 59 59%
Stamshaw & Tipner 5 8 5 X 9 6 7 7 X X 0 7 0 5 59 54%
AVERAGES 5.6 8.1 6.9 7.4 7.0 6.0 5.6 7.1 8.4 8.3 2.9 7.9 5.6 73 85.6 66%




Appendix 5.4 - Sites Quality Audit Results
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A welcoming Place Healthy Safe and Secure Well Maintained and Clean
. C ti C it
VIIl. Cemeteries and Churchyards . Litter and G'rounds - onserv.a 'on ommunity Total Percentage
. . . Design and Health and Safety and Control of Maintenance Buildings . . and Heritage | Involvement
Signage Physical Access| Inclusiveness . . . Waste - Public Toilets | Infrastructure
Specification Wellbeing Security Dogs and (except toilets)
Management .
Horticulture
St Thomas' Cathedral 9 8 8 9 6 8 8 6 9 10 X 9 10 8 108 83%
Royal Garrison Church 8 7 7 8 X 8 X 6 8 10 X 9 10 5 86 78%
St Mary's Church 6 9 8 8 6 7 8 9 6 10 X 8 10 4 99 76%
Milton Cemetery 8 9 8 8 6 7 8 9 8 10 5 7 8 4 105 75%
Kingston Cemetery 8 8 8 8 6 7 8 9 9 9 0 8 8 4 100 71%
St Peter's Church 8 6 5 7 6 6 4 7 6 10 X 6 8 5 84 65%
Highland Cemetery 8 6 6 7 8 6 8 7 5 9 0 7 7 5 89 64%
St Andrew's Church 6 6 3 7 10 4 6 7 5 9 X 6 5 5 79 61%
AVERAGES 7.6 7.4 6.6 7.8 6.9 6.6 7.1 7.5 7.0 9.6 1.7 7.5 8.3 5.0 94 72%



Appendix 5.5 - Quality Audit Criteria

Quality Audit Criteria

The Quality Audit takes criteria from the Green Flag Award Guidelines®. The 2016 edition of the
guidelines recognises the importance of green and open spaces:

'in relation to healthy living, especially the far-reaching impacts of stress, mental health and obesity.
For children, experts recognise the importance of natural play and freedom to play imaginatively, as
well as the physiological development benefits of outdoor activity.

National governments are investigating the knock-on economic benefits of wellbeing, health and
exercise, as well as the impact of volunteers working in this sector - the way that public services are
delivered in times of austerity and the positive impacts on the volunteers themselves, especially
amongst older, otherwise isolated individuals or younger people making a start in a world of work
rather than worklessness'.

The criteria recognises well-managed green spaces and can be applied to any green space that is
freely accessible to the public. The Green Flag criteria includes the following and will be applied to
the spaces as applicable.

Section Criteria Illustrative examples

A Welcoming Place Signage Appropriate entrance signage

Signage with contact
information, out of hours
reporting, opening times

Signage in good condition

Entrances and access Well presented entrances

Safe access - road crossings,
cycle access

Adjacent secure car/cycle
parking

Social inclusivity Accessibility to the disabled

Any buildings publicly
accessible

Use of colour/scent/texture
for partially sighted visitors

Design Varied visual interest

High quality material for hard
landscaping

Appropriate trees, plants and
shrubs

Consistency of furniture
(seating, litter bins)

Enlivening features -
decorative railings, lighting

Working areas screened from
view

1 https://www.greenflagaward.org/media/1019/green-flag-award-guidelines.pdf
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Section

Criteria

Illustrative examples

Healthy, safe and secure

Health & wellbeing provision

Organised sports facilities

Identified fitness or jogging
route, if appropriate

Sports development activities

Safe equipment and facilities

First aid provision and safety
measures around water

Sense of personal safety and
visibility through the space

Informal supervision and
surveillance from nearby
properties

Adequate lighting and lighting
in car parks

Security

CCTV if appropriate

Visited by community wardens
or police

Activity and busyness -
pedestrians, gardeners etc

Control of dogs

Adequate dog bins

Adequate signage on control
of dogs

Evidence of compliance with
dog byelaws

Well maintained and clean

Litter and waste management

Adequate litter bins for the
space

Appropriate capacity of litter
bins

Free of litter, gum residue

Free of vandalism, graffiti, fly
posting

Grounds and horticulture
maintenance

Condition of flower beds and
horticultural features

Condition of grass swards

Condition of grassed edged
areas

Condition of shrubs

Condition of trees

Condition of wooded areas

Building (except toilets)

External and internal condition

Extent of graffiti / vandalism to
exterior

Adequacy of security when
closed.

Public toilets

Adequacy of provision,
including disabled toilet

Condition of toilets

Infrastructure maintenance

Condition of paths

Condition of fences, railings,
gates, walls
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Section

Criteria

Illustrative examples

Environment, conservation,
and heritage

Community involvement

Condition of signs and
noticeboards

Condition of planters/raised
beds

Condition of steps, ramps and
seats

Appropriate management of
areas of woodland and wildlife
habitats

Areas of water in good
condition

Presence of wildlife where
appropriate

Historic structures - buildings,
statues, railings, walls -
conserved

Suitable interpretation for
heritage features

Active Friends Group

Facilities and features for
under 8s

Facilities and features for 8-
12s

Facilities and features for
teenagers

Facilities and features for
young adults

Facilities and features for
families

Facilities and features for older
people

Page 33




This page is intentionally left blank



Appendix 5.6 - Quantity and Accessibility

Quantity and Accessibility in Parks and Open Spaces

National quantitative standards for open space follow the Fields in Trust guidance as set out in their
document Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play, Beyond the Six Acre Standard: England.! This
provides a quantity guideline for several typologies, provided as hectares per 1000 population,
together with an accessibility guideline, being the walking distance to a type of open space,
expressed in walking distance, in metres, from dwellings.

The 2021 census data has been used for the purposes of the calculations below.

Amenity Greenspace: Quantity and Accessibility

The Fields in Trust guidelines state that 0.6 hectares of amenity greenspace should be provided per
1000 population. Applying this to Portsmouth leaves a deficit of amenity greenspace of 43.67
hectares.

Fields in Trust Portsmouth Requirement for | Current supply Deficit
Standard population 2021 | Amenity

Greenspace
0.6 ha/ 1000 208,100 124.86 81.19 43.67

The shortfall is likely to increase based on population projections and given the density of the city's
population. Due to the city's geography, it is unlikely that amenity greenspace quantity will be
significantly increased. Changes to usage may only be affected by qualitative improvements.

The Fields in Trust guidelines for accessibility are 480 metres of walking distance to amenity
greenspace (6 minute walk). The catchment area for amenity greenspace in the 2018 assessment
shows shortfall in Cosham, the city centre north of Fratton and the central south. Where shortfall
exists, any new development must provide amenity greenspace and consideration should be given
to the transport network to provide for pedestrian and bicycle routes to connect urban areas to
open spaces by defining routes and providing signage.

The 2018 assessment included suggestions for the following qualitative improvements:

1 Where appropriate, include welcoming and informative signage, including heritage and
history information

2 Undertake planting to enhance biodiversity and provide variety to landscape

3 Provision of additional amenity greenspace as and when land is available in Cosham, city
centre north of Fratton and central south.

1 https://www.fieldsintrust.org/Upload/file/guidance/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-England.pdf
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Public Parks and Gardens: Quantity and Accessibility

The Fields in Trust guidelines state that 0.8 hectares of public parks and gardens should be provided
per 1000 population. Applying this to Portsmouth leaves a deficit of 28.84 hectares.

Fields in Trust Portsmouth Requirement for | Current supply Deficit
Standard population 2021 | Parks and

Gardens
0.8 ha/1000 208,100 166.48 137.64 28.84

The shortfall is likely to increase based on population projections and given the density of the city's
population. Due to the city's geography, it is unlikely that the quantity of public parks and gardens
will be significantly increased. Changes to usage may only be affected by qualitative improvements.

The Fields in Trust guidelines for accessibility are 710 metres of walking distance to public parks and
gardens (10 minute walk). The catchment area for public parks and gardens in the 2018 assessment
shows the majority of the city's population falls within the catchment area. The area that falls
outside catchment is on the eastern boundary of the city, however this area is well served by natural
and semi natural green space.

Due to the city's geography it is unlikely that further land will be found for new public parks and
gardens. It is possible to improve quality where it is not possible to improve quantity, where funding
is available to do so. For example, National Lottery Heritage Funding currently being used to make
improvements to Victoria Park and the confirmation in late 2021 that Levelling Up Funding has been
awarded for the development of Hilsea Linear Park.

The 2018 assessment also included the following suggestions for qualitative improvements

1 Extension of all weather footpaths for walking and cycling at key public parks.
2 Improve signage for entrance welcome at key public parks
3 Increase tree planting in key public parks

Natural and Semi Natural greenspace: Quantity and Accessibility

The Fields in Trust guidelines state that 1.8 hectares of natural and semi-natural greenspace should
be provided per 1000 population. Applying this to Portsmouth leaves a deficit of 29.64.

Fields in Trust Portsmouth Requirement for | Current supply Deficit
standard population 2021 | Natural & Semi-

Natural green

space
1.8/1000 208,100 374.58 344.94 29.64

As a densely populated city and limited by its geography, it is unlikely that the shortfall can be
addressed in terms of quantity. One way to address this is to increase wildflower planting in other
types of space, to increase biodiversity.

The Fields in Trust guidelines for accessibility are 720 metres of walking distance to natural and
semi-natural spaces (10 minute walk). The catchment area for natural and semi-natural space in the
2018 assessment shows that accessibility is good as a very high proportion of the city lives within
this distance of woodland, common, seafront or other natural space.
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Whilst there is little scope to address the deficit, improvements can be made by softening areas of
other types of open space by increasing tree planting and wildflower meadow planting to provide
shade and reduce surface water run off.

The 2018 assessment also included the following suggestions for quality improvements

1 Improve entrances at natural and semi natural spaces - improved signage and visibility
of entrances

2 Improve interpretation offer for natural history and local heritage connections

3 Improve Rights of Way and footpath signage for access

Play areas and provision for children and young people: Quantity and
Accessibility

The Fields in Trust guidelines state that 0.25 hectares of equipped designated areas are required for
children and young people, per 1000 people. Applying this to Portsmouth leaves a deficit of 47.88.

Fields in Trust Portsmouth Requirement for | Current supply Deficit
standard population 2021 | Children and

Young People
0.25/1000 208,100 52.03 4.15 47.88

Scope to address the deficit can be addressed by way of provision for new development. Developer
contributions can also be used to create new or improved facilities in current open spaces.

The Fields in Trust guidelines for accessibility for children and young people depends on the type of
equipped provision:

Local Areas for Play (LAPs) for very young 100 metres
children

Locally Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) for 400 metres
children who can play independently

Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play 1000 metres
(NEAPSs) for older children

The catchment area in the 2018 assessment for all types of provision for children and young people
shows that accessibility is located mostly in the south-west of the city with some further provision
mostly off-island to the north-west. It is important therefore that developer contributions are used
for new facilities in existing spaces where possible. It should also be considered that children and
young people may use other types of open space for recreation, such as amenity green space and
public parks.
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The 2018 assessment includes the following suggestions for provision for children and young people:

1 More adventurous equipment for older children and young people

2 Improved landscaping to increase the attraction of the play area

3 Use of 'positive' signage

4 Use of equipment to improve access for disabled or less abled bodied children at larger
sites

5 Introduction of new play facilities in other open spaces such as amenity green spaces
and public parks.

Allotments: Quantity and Accessibility

Fields in Trust does not incorporate guidelines for allotments. The standard is instead taken from
the 1969 Thorpe Report (Departmental Committee of Inquiry into Allotments). This provides a
standard of 0.2 hectares of designated allotment land per 1000 population. Applying this to
Portsmouth leaves a deficit of 13.76.

Thorpe Report Portsmouth Requirement for | Current supply Deficit
standard population 2021 | allotments
0.2/1000 208,100 41.62 27.86 13.76

There are no accessibility standards for allotments. The 2018 assessment suggests an accessibility
standard of 400 metres (5 minute walk) based on Greater London Authority guidelines. This
indicates accessibility across the city, with exception to the south-west and north-east corner.
Whilst the deficit must be considered, alternative provision such as community gardening is perhaps
an alternative to allotments as this provides for the burden of cultivation to be shared. Community
gardening can also be shared more broadly as an outdoor recreation and leisure activity and
increase social cohesion. The Victoria Park project includes plans for community gardening activity.

The 2018 assessment also includes the following suggestions for improving allotments provision

1 Improve entrances and include informative and welcoming signage

2 Provision of community growing or allotments in south-west and north-east of city.

Cemeteries and church grounds: Quantity and Accessibility

There are no quantitative standards for cemeteries, as any standard would need to differentiate
between the primary purpose of cemeteries and their secondary purpose as an outdoor space for
informal leisure, wildlife habitat and place for quiet contemplation. Cemeteries and church grounds
provide 41.09 hectares of open space provision to the city.

There are no accessibility standards for cemeteries. The 2018 assessment suggests an accessibility
standard of 400 metres, based on Greater London Authority guidelines for cemeteries of local
significance.

The 2018 assessment illustrates the catchment area for cemeteries and church grounds. Whilst
there is a fixed supply of this typology, some improvements could be made

1 Use of interpretative signage to illustrate the heritage value and biodiversity value
of these sites
2 Increase wildflower planting to enhance biodiversity and enjoyment for visitors
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Outdoor sports grounds: Quantity and Accessibility

There are no quantitative or accessibility standards for outdoor sports grounds, due to their primary
use for formal sports activity. Outdoor sports grounds provide 141.79 hectares of open space
provision to the city.

The 2018 assessment makes the following suggestions for this typology:

1 Improved entrances to encourage informal use of outdoor sports grounds, in
consideration of the deficits of other open space typologies in the city

2 Tree and wildflower planting on the perimeter of outdoor sports grounds

3 Installation of appropriate seating to encourage informal use.
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Appendix 5.8 - Play Value Scores

Site Name Playspace Type Toddler Junior Senior Total Score
Alexandra Park (PA/MUGA/GYM) Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 8 23
Allaway Avenue Play Area & MUGA Local Play Space 7 8 7 22
Anchorage Park Neighbourhood Play Space 8 8 7 23
Baffins Pond Neighbourhood Play Space 8 8 7 23
Barrington Play Area Doorstep Play Space 3 2 0 5
Bartons Green Local Play Space 4 5 4 13
Binsteed Road Local Play Space 3 3 0 6
Blackwood House Doorstep Play Space 3 2 0 5
Blendworth House Play Area Doorstep Play Space 3 4 4 11
Bournemouth House Doorstep Play Space 2 0 0 2
Boxgrove House Doorstep Play Space 1 0 0 1
Bransbury Park Neighbourhood Play Space 5 8 6 19
Britannia Road Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Broom Square Doorstep Play Space 1 3 3 7
Buckingham Green Local Play Space 4 5 3 12
Buckland Park Neighbourhood Play Space 5 7 4 16
Butterfly Drive Local Play Space 4 4 2 10
Canoe Lake (PA/GYM) Neighbourhood Play Space 8 8 7 23
Catisfield House Play Area Doorstep Play Space 2 1 0 3
Central Street Play Area Local Play Space 3 6 4 13
Chalk Pit Doorstep Play Space 1 3 3 7
Chalton Crescent Local Play Space 3 5 3 11
Chalton House Play Area Doorstep Play Space 4 3 0 7
Childe Square Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Church Road Local Play Space 3 4 0 7
City Museum Local Play Space 4 4 2 10
Clanfield House Play Area Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Claremont Road Local Play Space 4 3 0 7
College Park Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 7 22
Collington Crescent Doorstep Play Space 1 5 5 11
Cornwallis Crescent Local Play Space 7 5 4 16
Cornwallis Flats Doorstep Play Space 2 2 0 4
Cosham Park Play Area Local Play Space 5 6 3 14
Credenhill Road Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Crookhorn Play Area Local Play Space 5 7 6 18
Denmead House Doorstep Play Space 4 5 3 12
Drayton Park (PA/MUGA/BMX) Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 7 22
Duckworth House Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Dunsmore Close Play Area Local Play Space 6 7 5 18
East Lodge Park Local Play Space 5 6 3 14
Falmouth Road Local Play Space 4 5 3 12
Fulmer Walk Local Play Space 4 3 3 10
Gurnard Road Neighbourhood Play Space 6 8 7 21
Hawthorn Crescent Local Play Space 5 7 5 17
Hertford Street Doorstep Play Space 1 3 3 7
Highbury Park Local Play Space 5 5 3 13
Hillside and Wymering Centre Local Play Space 1 4 4 9
Hilsea Lido Play Area Local Play Space 6 6 1 13
Hobby Close Neighbourhood Play Space 8 8 8 24
Holbrook Road Local Play Space 4 5 3 12
John Wesley Gardens Local Play Space 4 5 4 13
Kingsclere Avenue Local Play Space 5 7 5 17
Kingston Park Neighbourhood Play Space 8 8 8 24
Knowsley Road Neighbourhood Play Space 1 5 5 11
Linnet Close Local Play Space 4 7 5 16
Little George Street Local Play Space 5 5 4 14
Lomond Close Doorstep Play Space 4 3 0 7
Lords Street Doorstep Play Space 1 3 3 7
Marshfield Play Area Doorstep Play Space 5 2 0 7
Medina Road Local Play Space 5 5 5 15
Melville Road Play Area Local Play Space 5 5 2 12
Micawber House East Doorstep Play Space 2 2 0 4
Micawber House North Doorstep Play Space 4 4 0 8
Micawber House West Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Midhurst House Doorstep Play Space 2 2 0 4
Midway Road Local Play Space 1 5 5 11
Milebush Road Local Play Space 4 5 3 12

Page 131




Site Name Playspace Type Toddler Junior Senior Total Score
Milton Common Local Play Space 2 3 2 7
Milton Park Local Play Space 7 8 6 21
Milverton House Doorstep Play Space 4 4 0 8
Nelson Road North Local Play Space 5 5 3 13
Nessus Street Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Orchard Road Local Play Space 5 7 3 15
Peggotty House Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Powell Square Local Play Space 1 5 5 11
Prince Albert Road Local Play Space 5 6 3 14
Privett House Doorstep Play Space 4 5 3 12
Prospect Lane Local Play Space 4 5 3 12
Providence Place Doorstep Play Space 0 3 3 6
Queen Street Local Play Space 6 7 1 14
Raglan Street Play Area Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Rednal Play Area Doorstep Play Space 4 5 0 9
Solent View Local Play Space 4 4 0 8
Southampton House East Doorstep Play Space 2 0 0 2
Southampton House West Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Southsea Common Local Play Space 7 7 3 17
Southsea Volleyball Doorstep Play Space 0 3 4 7
Spinnaker Drive Local Play Space 4 5 2 11
St Albans Open Space Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 7 22
St Christophers Open Space Local Play Space 3 6 4 13
St Clare's Open Space Neighbourhood Play Space 4 8 8 20
St Georges Green Local Play Space 4 4 3 11
St James Green Local Play Space 5 6 4 15
St Johns Road Local Play Space 6 6 4 16
Stamshaw Park Play Area Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 7 22
Stockheath Common Local Play Space 4 5 4 13
Tamworth Park Local Play Space 5 6 6 17
Teignmouth Road Local Play Space 5 6 5 16
Tipton House Local Play Space 6 7 4 17
Tunstall Road Local Play Space 7 8 5 20
Tupman House Doorstep Play Space 4 4 0 8
Union Road Local Play Space 5 5 2 12
Upper Church Path Local Play Space 7 7 5 19
Victoria Park Local Play Space 3 6 6 15
Ward House Doorstep Play Space 3 4 0 7
Watersedge Park Local Play Space 5 5 4 14
Waterworks Field Local Play Space 5 6 4 15
Wilmcote New Play Area Neighbourhood Play Space 7 8 6 21
Wimbledon Park Local Play Space 5 6 4 15
Winchester House Doorstep Play Space 3 3 0 6
Zetland Field Local Play Space 5 6 4 15
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Appendix 5.9

Parks Survey Results

A Parks and Open Spaces residents survey was held between 8 October and 24 November 2021.
1330 responses were received to the survey. The survey comprised 7 questions and the results are
shown below.

Question 1
In the last year, have you visited parks and open spaces more than you did before the pandemic?

e 971 respondents answered Yes
e 359 respondents answered No

73% of respondents had therefore visited parks and open spaces more since the pandemic.
Of those who answered Yes:

How often do you visit a park or open space?

How often do you visit a park or open space?

Less than once a month I

Monthly -
weetry |

oy

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

% Respondents

Visit Percentage
Daily 43%
Weekly 50%
Monthly 6%

Less than once a month 1%

93% of respondents visited parks and open spaces either daily or weekly since the pandemic.
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Appendix 5.9

Question 2

What do you think should be the main vision/ focus for Portsmouth's parks and open spaces for the
next 10-15 years?

What should be the main focus for Portsmouth's
parks and open spaces?

Active Parks

Community Parks

o
(€]
=
o
=
8]
N
o
N
ul
w
o
w
]
N
o

45

Selection Percentage
Community Parks that offer events for all ages, | 27%

interests and backgrounds
Green Havens - priority to protect biodiversity | 39%
and wildlife, quiet space and quality planting

Active Parks - good sports facilities and 25%
improved children's play
Other 9%

Examples of 'other' responses include:

e Facilities to walk dogs, dog friendly areas, enclosed dog agility areas.

e  Further provision for wheeled sports activities

e There was also interest for community planting and gardening together with disabilities
wheelchair access for all parks.

Question 2: Ranking

Please rank what you think should be the focus for Portsmouth's parks and open spaces.
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Please rank the main focus for Portsmouth's parks
and open spaces

Other
Active Parks

Green Havens

Community Parks

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Ranking Percentage
Community Parks that offer events for all ages, interests and 17%

backgrounds
Green havens - priority to protect biodiversity & wildlife, quiet | 53%
space, quality planting
Active parks - good sports facilities, improved play areas 18%
Other 12%

Respondents ranked Green Havens as the primary focus for Portsmouth's parks, followed by
Community Parks and Active Parks as second priority.

Question 3

What are your reasons for using our parks and open spaces? Select up to 5 reasons.

What are your main reasons for using parks and
open spaces?

Other IEEE——8
Visiting nature |
Attending events I
Walking the dog I
Taking children to play I
Meeting friends I
Picnics I
Enjoying a quiet space I —
Keeping fit I
|

Walking for leisure
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Reason Percentage
Walking for leisure 13%
Keeping fit 10%
Enjoying a quiet space 16%
Picnics 6%
Meeting friends 13%
Taking children to play 10%
Walking the dog 8%
Attending events 6%
Visiting nature 15%
Other 3%

Enjoying a quiet space and visiting nature were the top two reasons chosen, which aligns with our
parks as green havens.

In terms of 'other' reasons, these included:

e  bird watching,

e photography and observing wildlife,

e rollerskating and other wheeled sports
e mental health and mindfulness.

One respondent wrote:

'Mental health as well as physical - more seating needed especially near entrances as older people
cannot do the walking'

Question 3: Ranking

Please rank your reasons (1 to 5) for using our parks and open spaces. Up to 5 priorities.

Please rank your reasons for using our parks and
open spaces

Other

Visiting nature
Attending events
Walking the dog
Taking children to play
Meeting friends
Picnics

Enjoying a quiet space

keeping fit

Walking for leisure

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
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Ranking Percentage
Walking for leisure 7.8%
Keeping fit 3.1%
Enjoying a quiet space 7%
Picnics Nil
Meeting friends 0.8%
Taking children to play 5.4%
Walking the dog 12.4%
Attending events Nil
Visiting nature 7%
Other 56.5%

Respondents used this question to express their other reasons for using parks and open spaces, as
indicated above, being bird-watching, photography and wildlife observation, wheeled sports and for
positive mental health.

Question 4

What discourages you from using our parks and open spaces? Select up to 5 reasons.

What discourages you from using our parks and
open spaces?

Other

Live too far away

Disabled access and facilities are poor
Lack of information boards

Lack of seating

Park is unsafe

Lack of facilities for teenagers

Lack of play facilities

Poor toilet facilities

No events
0 10 20 30 40 50

Reason Percentage
No events on 10%

Poor toilet facilities 45%

Lack of play facilities 2%

Lack of facilities for teenagers 3%

Park is unsafe 6%

Lack of seating 10%

Lack of information boards 2%
Disabled access and facilities are poor 3%

Live too far away 5%

Other 14%
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Poor toilet facilities are a clear lead indicator. Some of the city's parks previously had toilets but
these were removed as part of previous budget cuts.

The following were accounted for in 'other' reasons:

‘When it is busy it can be difficult to navigate on rollerskates amongst walkers where cycle paths

aren’t available'

'Too many off lead dogs and too few (if any) quiet spaces where wildlife can flourish.... especially
since the huge upsurge in dog ownership during Covid. This is exacerbated by professional dog
walkers turning up in considerable numbers with vans containing many dogs.... surely we can afford
to make just of few of these spaces genuine wildlife havens, dog free or at the very least "Strictly

1

dogs on lead" .

'Should think about how to shield parks and open spaces from wind more, especially in the winter.
Should also think about air pollution from shipping which can be blown into open spaces or the play
parks near the seafront. Using hedges or bamboo / tall grass screening would help"

Question 4: Ranking

Please rank (1 to 5) the reasons why you are discouraged from using our parks and open spaces.

Please rank the reasons why you are discouraged

from using our parks and open spaces

Other

Live too far away

Disabled access and facilities are poor
Lack of information boards

Lack of seating

Park is unsafe

Lack of facilities for teenagers

Lack of play facilities

Poor toilet facilities

No events
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Priority ranking Percentage
No events on 5%

Poor toilet facilities 28%

Lack of play facilities 7%

Lack of facilities for teenagers 3%

Park is unsafe 17%

Lack of seating 5%

Lack of information boards 0.5%
Disabled access and facilities are poor 3%

| live too far away 3.5%
Other 28%
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Respondents ranked poor toilet facilities and other reasons as set out above, which indicate that our
parks have many competing users. The other reasons also include consideration of whether planting
can be used to screen from the wind.

Question 5

Which of the following improvements would you like to see? Select up to 5.

Which of the following improvements would you
like to see?

Other

Community events

Improved lighting and security
Improved disabled access
Water features for play

Art works/sculpture/features
Cleanliness - litter, dog mess

Wildlife habitats

Planting
0 5 10 15 20

Improvement listing Percentage
Planting 17%
Wildlife habitats 18%
Cleanliness - litter / dog mess 18%

Art works / sculpture / water features 9%

Water features for play 7%
Improved disabled access 6%
Improved lighting and security 14%
Community events 8%

Other 3%

Respondents would most like to see new planting, wildlife habitats and improved cleanliness.
Examples of other improvements include:

e Employment of park wardens

e More trees, including trees for children to climb

e Refreshment / coffee vans

e Opportunities for community kitchen gardening

e  Well-lit and level paths

e Qutdoor fitness equipment

e Signage /orientation in parks showing location of other city parks
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Question 5: Ranking

Please rank which improvements you would like to see prioritised (up to 5).

Please rank the improvements you would like to
see

Other

Community events

Improved lighting and security
Improved disabled access
Water features for play

Art works/sculpture/features
Cleanliness - litter, dog mess

Wildlife habitats

Planting
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Priority ranking Percentage
Planting 13%
Wildlife habitats 22%
Cleanliness - litter / dog mess 27%

Art works / sculpture / water features 2%

Water features for play 1%
Improved disabled access 4%
Improved lighting and security 16%
Community events 4%

Other 8%

Respondents ranked cleanliness as the first priority, followed by wildlife habitats.
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Question 6

Which of the following facilities would you most like to see the Council invest in? Select up to 5

Which of the following facilities would you like to see the
Council invest in?

Other

Information panels about park/wildlife
Sensory gardens

Signage

Facilities for teenagers

Community allotment/food growing
Quiet area

Dog walking area

Children's play areas

Bicycle racks

Events spaces

Paths

Bins and dog bins

Information/ notice boards

Sports facilities

Seating areas

Café
0 2 4 6 8 10

Facility Percentage
Café 8%
Seating areas 10%
Sports facilities 5%
Information/notice boards 1%

Bins & dog bins 11%

Paths 5%

Events spaces 4%

Bicycle racks 5%
Children's play areas 7%

Dog walking area 5%

Quiet area 7%
Community allotment/ food growing 7%
Facilities for teenagers 5%
Signage 1%
Sensory gardens 9%
Information panels about park/wildlife 5%

Other 5%

Respondents would most like to see further bin / dog bin provision, more seating provision and
sensory gardens / planting.

Examples of other improvements include the following responses:

'There needs to be more funding for skateparks in Portsmouth'
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‘Community wardens to address anti-social behaviour'
'Cafes, seating areas and dog bins would be great'

'Information boards with exercise ideas that don’t require special facilities - sideways walking,
lunges, squats, inverted rows and pull ups on equipment'

'‘Dog play area with dog activities'

'More education and awareness is needed for how to look after our natural world and protect our
vital green spaces.’

'Shelters for when it rains'
'Lighting for safety after dark'

Question 6: Ranking

Please rank (up to 5) the facilities you would like to see in our parks and open spaces.

Please rank the facilities you would like to see in our parks and
open spaces

Ot e 1
Information panels about park/wildlife S ————
Sensory gardens I
Signage 1
Facilities for teenagers I
Community allotment/food growing
Quiet area I
Dog walking area I
Children's play areas | —
Bicycle racks nE——
Events spaces I
Paths I
Bins and dog bins |——
Information/ notice boards
Sports facilities |
Seating areas I
Café |

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
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Priority ranking Percentage
Café 8%
Seating areas 10%
Sports facilities 6%
Noticeboards nil
Bins & dog bins 10%
Paths 3%
Events spaces 2.8%
Bicycle racks 3%
Children's play areas 11%
Dog walking areas 5%
Quiet zones 7%
Community growing area 7%
Facilities for teenagers 4%
Signage 0.2%
Sensory gardens 5%
Information panels about the park/wildlife 3%
Other 15%

Respondents used this question to express the other facilities they would like to see, as outlined
above.
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Question 7

Which of the following parks do you most often use? Select up to 5.

Which of the following parks do you most often use?

Other

Victoria Park

Tamworth Park

Stamshaw Park

Southsea Common & surrounds
Portsdown Hill

Orchard Park

Milton Park

Milton Common

Long Curtain

Kingston Recreation Ground
King George V Playing Fields
Hilsea Lines & Lido

Fort Cumberland

Farlington Triangle
Farlington Sports Field
Edenbridge Park

Drayton Park

Cosham Park

College Park

Cemeteries - Highland, Milton, Kingston
Castle Field & surrounds
Canoe Lake & surrounds
Bransbury Park

Baffins Pond & surrounds
Anchorage Park

Alexandra Park

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Park Percentage
Alexandra Park 3%
Anchorage Park 0.7%
Baffins Pond & surrounds 5%
Bransbury Park 7%

Canoe Lake & surrounds 16%

Castle Field & surrounds 10%
Cemeteries - Highland, Milton, Kingston 4%

College Park 2%
Cosham Park 1%
Drayton Park 1%
Edenbridge Park 0.1%
Farlington Sports Field 0.4%
Farlington Triangle 0.4%

Fort Cumberland 1%

Hilsea Lines & Lido 7%

King George V Playing Fields 0.7%
Kingston Recreation Ground 1%

Long Curtain 1%
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Park Percentage
Milton Common 5%

Milton Park 6%
Orchard Park 0.3%
Portsdown Hill 4%
Southsea Common & surrounds 16%
Stamshaw Park 0.7%
Tamworth Park 0.7%
Victoria Park 5%

Other 1%

The most used parks were Canoe Lake and surrounds and Southsea Common and surrounds.

'Other' parks included:

Great Salterns Open Space

St James' Park

Gatcome Park

Knowsley Park

Gurnard Park

Beach at Southsea and Eastney
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Question 7: Ranking

Please rank (up to 5) the following parks and open spaces.

Please rank the following parks and open spaces

Other

Victoria Park

Tamworth Park

Stamshaw Park

Southsea Common & surrounds
Portsdown Hill

Orchard Park

Milton Park

Milton Common

Long Curtain

Kingston Recreation Ground
King George V Playing Fields
Hilsea Lines & Lido

Fort Cumberland

Farlington Triangle
Farlington Sports Field
Edenbridge Park

Drayton Park

Cosham Park

College Park

Cemeteries - Highland, Milton, Kingston
Castle Field & surrounds
Canoe Lake & surrounds
Bransbury Park

Baffins Pond & surrounds
Anchorage Park

Alexandra Park

0 5 10 15

Ranking Percentage
Alexandra Park 4%
Anchorage Park 0.5%
Baffins Pond & surrounds 5%
Bransbury Park 5%

Canoe Lake & surrounds 17%

Castle Field & surrounds 3%
Cemeteries - Highland, Milton, Kingston 2%

College Park 4%
Cosham Park 1%
Drayton Park 2%
Edenbridge Park nil
Farlington Sports Field 0.1%
Farlington Triangle 0.1%

Fort Cumberland 0.6%
Hilsea Lines & Lido 6%

King George V Playing Fields 0.1%
Kingston Recreation Ground 1%

Long Curtain 0.5%
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Ranking Percentage
Milton Common 5%

Milton Park 6%
Orchard Park 0.1%
Portsdown Hill 3%
Southsea Common & surrounds 22%
Stamshaw Park 0.4%
Tamworth Park 0.6%
Victoria Park 4%

Other 7%

Respondents' choices consistently show the following parks and open spaces as the highest ranked:

e Canoe Lake and surrounds
e Southsea Common and surrounds

Survey Demographic Data

Whilst the consultation has generated the above material, it is recognised that demographic
breakdown may need to be considered alongside.

Responses by geographical area

Take up of the survey was more concentrated from some areas of the city than others. The majority
of responses were received from PO4 postcode, Milton and Eastney residents. Breakdown by
postcode area is shown below.

% Respondents by Postcode Area

\ 9%, PO1,
9%, POG, \ 7%, Outside Portsea &
Paulsgrove, B Fortsmouth Fratton
Cosham, '
Drayton,...
12%, P02,
North End

18%, POS, 10%, PO3, Hilsea &

Southsea - Baffins

35%, PO4, Milton &
Eastney
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Responses by gender

There was a marked distinction, with the majority of survey responses being submitted by females.

% Respondents by Gender

m Female
H Male

m Prefer not say

This is significant, as it is important to create gender inclusive public spaces. The charity Make Space
For Girls argues that where open spaces are designed through a default male lens, this affects the
long term physical and mental health of girls.!

Responses by age group

Responses were reasonably spread across all age groups, aside from fewer responses received from
the 16-24 age group. It may be that respondents in this age group selected 'prefer not to say' or did
not want to complete this section of the survey.

The age groups 16-24 and 65 and over are important to consider as the 2022 Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment identifies population growth in these age groups over the next 25 years.?

1 https://inews.co.uk/news/parks-designed-women-girls-safety-campaign-make-space-for-girls-1204606
2

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/dat
asets/localauthoritiesinenglandzl
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% Respondents by Age Group

W 16-24
m 25-34
m35-44
m 45-54
B 55-64
m 65 & over

B Prefer not to say

Responses by Ethnic Group

The majority of responses (90%) were submitted by white/British/other ethnic group. However,
16% of the city's population comprises ethnicity other than White British /White Irish. When
considering the south of the city, this figure is 22%.3

% Respondents by Ethnic Group

m Asian or Asian British

m Black African/Caribbean or Black British
m Mixed ethnic / other ethnic

B Prefer not to say

m White British/ Irishf other

Responses by disability under the Equality Act 2010

The majority of the respondents (82%) did not consider that they had a disability as defined by the
Equality Act 2010.

3 https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/services/health-and-care/health/joint-strategic-needs-assessment/#dem
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% Respondents by Disability

H No
m Yes

B Prefer notto say

Of the respondents who responded that they did have a disability (12%), the type of disability broke
down as follows:

% Respondents by Disability

B Physical
m Mobility

M Hearing Impairment
m Sight Impairment

B Learning difficulity
= Mental health

M Prefer not to say

m Other

Physical disability and mobility disability make up 58% of overall responses. Future parks redesign
will incorporate consideration of access and mobility requirements, such as wide pathways, level
surfaces and appropriate parks infrastructure, where this can be incorporated.

'Other' disabilities (6%) included: limited ability to grip, neuro disability, asthmatic/breathing
disability, chronic fatigue and autism.
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